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The Mysterious Disappearance of Jarrod Johnston

In this week's edition of "The Missing," we revisit the case of 18-year-old Jarrod Duke Johnston,
an endangered and missing adult who was last seen in Yazoo City, Mississippi, in July 2007.

"He left his new home in Kentucky with his grandmother on the weekend of July 4, 2007, to visit
some friends in Mississippi," Jarrod's father, Stephen Johnston, said in an interview with
Investigation Discovery. "He stayed with his friends for a couple days and then they took him to
his grandmother's house. He was going to stay there for a couple of weeks before returning
home."

Unfortunately, Jarrod and his grandmother got into a heated argument and he stormed out of
her house on July 7, 2007. Jarrod took with him a black duffel bag full of clothing, a
walnut-colored Ibanez guitar in a black carrying case and $20 in cash. He has not been seen or
heard from since.

"The police have talked to the friends and they've talked to the grandmother, but they were
unable to locate him," Stephen said. "Eventually | started receiving ransom demands over the
internet, so | got the FBI involved. They determined it was an Internet scam."

Jarrod's profile on MySpace.com was last logged into on the day of his disappearance. Within
the profile, Jarrod described his interests and his love of music. His last blog post, posted on
Jan. 31, 2007, reads in part:

"Geez life is sad. You ever wake up in the morning and miss there being someone next to you?
Someone to hold, someone to love? | do. Name calling, violence, anger - none of that affects
me, but love does. | hate it, but | want it at the same time ya know? I've truly been in love one
time and she's gone and if I'll ever get her back who knows. The possibility seems so far away,
yet so close. | can reach but | can't touch. It's depressing. | want to move out again so | can
have a place for her to come to if she wants to, but will she?"

It is apparent by reading the user comments on Jarrod's profile that his friends care about him
and are anxious for his return. There is also an indication that some believe he remains missing
of his own accord. The most recent comment, left by a female friend on Oct. 24, 2008, reads in
part:

"I miss you and | think | know u don't want to be found, but at least let me know your ok."

A profile for Jarrod's band, Only an Atrium, can also be found on MySpace. That profile has not
been accessed since May 13, 2007.



Dennis Moulder, the lead detective who is investigating Jarrod's case for the Yazoo County
Sheriff's Office, would only speak briefly about the case.

"l can tell you this, we have a new sheriff in this county and he hired me as the chief
investigator," Moulder told Investigation Discovery. "We inherited that case. He came up missing
in the past administration. I'm a 30 year veteran. | retired from investigations in another county.
The sheriff took me out of retirement to help him. | have talked to the family, the grandmother,
the grandfather, the FBI, and we're continuing to work on this case."

According to Stephen, he has gotten little cooperation from Moulder.

"He is supposed to be investigating my son's case and | can't even get him to return my phone
calls," Stephen said.

Stephen is also angry because law enforcement will not consider the possibility of foul play.

"I don't understand any of this," Stephen said. "The police say they don't suspect foul play and
that there is little they can do, but that is the only thing that makes sense. This would not have
gone on this long without him making contact. | am his only natural parent. His mother is dead
and | know he would reach out to me."

Stephen believes that something happened to his son soon after he left his grandmother's
house.

"Highway 61 runs through there and there are back roads for underground folk between
Memphis and New Orleans," Stephen said. "He might have gone out there, stuck his thumb out
and got picked up by the wrong person."

Unfortunately, this type of heartache is all too familiar to Jarrod's father.

"In 1981, my sister disappeared," Stephen said. "Four months later, a body was found in a water
park in Mississippi. My grandmother saw the composite drawing of the victim in the paper and
she called my mother. As it turned out, it was my sister. The police ended up catching the killer
and he is now serving life in prison."

Stephen tries to remain hopeful, but given his past experiences he can't help but fear the worst.

"Every deer season | hold my breath," Stephen said, referring to the possibility that Jarrod's
body could be out there somewhere - as his sisters was - waiting to be found.

In the event Jarrod is alive, Stephen said that he hopes he will decide to come home soon.



"Please call me and let me know you're ok," Stephen said. "We can get past all this. | love you. |
just want you home safe."

Jarrod Duke Johnston is described as a white male, 5'11" tall, 155 Ibs., with brown eyes and
brown hair. He was last seen wearing blue jeans, a black T-shirt and a red ball cap. He has a
capped front tooth and a large birthmark on his abdomen. Anyone with information should
contact the Yazoo County Sheriff's Office at 662-746-5611.
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